CONTRIBUTIONS TO "THE EXAMINER"    IOI

Again, suppose I should discover some uneasiness to find
myself, I knew not how, over head-and-ears in debt, though
I was sure my tenants paid their rents very well, and that I
never spent half my income; they would certainly advise me
to turn off Mr. OldfoxL my receiver, and take another. If,
as a justice of peace, I should tell a friend that my warrants
and mittimuses were never drawn up as I would have them;
that I had the misfortune to send an honest man to gaol,
and dismiss a knave; he would bid me no longer trust
Charles and Harry,2 my two clerks, whom he knew to be
ignorant, wilful, assuming and ill-inclined fellows, If I
should add, that my tenants made me very uneasy with
their squabbles and broils among themselves; he would
counsel me to cashier Will Bigamy,3 the seneschal of my
manor. And lastly, if my neighbour and I happened to
have a misunderstanding about the delivery of a message,
what could I do less than strip and discard the blundering
or malicious rascal that carried it ?4

It is the same thing in the conduct of public affairs,
where they have been managed with rashness or wilfulness,
corruption, ignorance or injustice\ barely to relate the facts,
at least, while they are fresh in memory, will as much reflect
upon the persons concerned, as if we had told their names
at length.

I have therefore since thought of another expedient, fre-
quently practised with great safety and success by satirical
writers: which is, that of looking into history for some
character bearing a resemblance to the person we would
describe; and with the absolute power of altering, adding

1                                    Godolphin, Lord-Treasurer, nicknamed Volpone.   1[T. S.]

2                              Charles, Earl of Sunderland, and Henry Boyle (1670-1725), were
Secretaries of State. Boyle was created Lord Carleton in 1714. [T. S,]

3                                  William, Earl Cowper (1665-1723), was Lord Chancellor under
Godolphin's administration (1707-1710), and also in 1714-1718.   The
" Biographia Britannica " (second edition, vol. iv., p. 389 n.) refers to
a story that Cowper went through an informal marriage in the early
part of his life with a Mrs. Elizabeth Culling, of Hungerfordbury Park.
Cowper's first wife was Judith, daughter of Sir Robert Booth, of London;
and after her death he married Mary Clavering. See also " Examiner,"
No. 23,/w*.  [T. S.]

4                                  Horatio Walpole, secretary to the English Embassy at the treaty
of Gertruydenberg.   See Swift's accusation against him in "The Con-
duct of the Allies"' (vol. v of present edition).   [T. S.]